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Success of the OASIS had made Halliday o of the wealthi

est people in the wortd.
At first, | couldn't understand why the mediawas makin »
such a big deal of the billinaire’s death. After all, t

¥4 heard of Halliday, of course. Everyone hadd. He was the
peaple of Planet Earth had other concems.

Fiews bulletin broke in on My video feed, announcing that
wideogame designer responsibie for creating the CISIS.

Everyone my sge remembers where tiey were and what
they ware doing when they First heard about the contess. |
| Wik sitting in my hideout watching cartoons when the
Jarmes Halliday had died during the night

a massively multiplayer online game shat had gradually
evalved into the globally netwarked virtwal reality mast of
humanity now used on a daily basis. The unprecedented
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