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11 was pleasant 1o wake up in Flarence, to open the eyes
upon o brkght bare room with a floor of red tiles which
Iook: chean though they are not; with a painted celling
whereon pink griffins and bl amorini sport in a forest
of yellow violins and bassoons. Tt was pleasant, 100, to
fling wide the windows, pinching the fingers in
unfamiliar fastenings, to bean out into sunshine with
Beautiful hills and troes nd marble chnrches appasite,
and clse below, the Amo, gurgling ngainst the
embankment of the road.

Over the river men were at work with spades and
skeves on the sandy foreshare, and on the river was @
boat, akso diligently employed for same mysterious eod.
An electric tram eane rushing underneath the window.
No ano was inside it, except one tourist; but its platforms
‘were overflowing with lalians, who preferred 1o stand.
Children tried to hang on behind. and the conductor,
with no malice, spat in their faces to make them 1et go_
Then soldiers appeared - good-locking, undersizs men
~ weearing, each n knapsack covered with mangy far, and
a proat-coat which had been cut for some larger soier,
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