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CHAPTER 1

®

The Flame af Tar Valon

The Wheel of Time turns, snd Ages come and pass leaving
mammories that beconse logend, then fade to myth, and are

long forget when that Age comesagain. In one Age, called
the Third Age by some, an Age yet o come, an Age loag
past, a wind rose in the Mountains of Dhoom. The wind
i et Ui Beginning. There are Huit ey DRginnings ndor
endings tothe turning of the Wheel of Time. But it wasa
eprinming

Barn among black, knife-sdged peaks, where deash
roamed the high passes yet hid from things still more
dangerous, the wind blew south across the rangled farest
of the Great Hlight, a farest tainted and twisted by the
ecuch of the Dark One. Tha siekly swoet smell of corrap-
thon faded by the time the wind crossed that imdsible line
men called the border af Shienar, whese spring fowers
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